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CONFERENCE PRESIDENT  

Joe Fitzpatrick 
Park Hill Baptist Church - N. Little Rock, AR 
 

 With 
  Passion  
   and 
    Purpose 
 
Countless lives have been eternally influenced by 
two amazing phenomena in recent days – The 
Passion of The Christ and The Purpose Driven Life.  
Both of these powerful instruments have had an 
overwhelming impact on our society and upon 
Believers within the Household of Faith.  I believe 
Church Musicians have been and must remain 
passionate and purposeful in fulfilling their calling 
to magnify the Name of the Lord in worship.  Our 
calling is to fulfill the purpose of the church, which 
is simply stated – ministry to the Lord, ministry to 

the Body of Christ, and 
ministry to a lost and 
dying world.  Where do 
you stand, say on a 
scale of 1-10, in your 
commitment to share 
the love of Christ 
through music with 
both passion and 
purpose?  Have you lost 

your zeal?  Have you lost your “first love”?  Have 
you forgotten the day you sensed God’s “call” to the 
ministry through music?  Are you missing the joy 
and fulfillment you had on that first day you stood 
before a local congregation leading them in songs of 
praise? 

 
Allow me to challenge you 
to perhaps re-evaluate 
where you are regarding 
your passion and purpose 
quotient.  You are aware of 
the old axiom “If you fail 
to plan, you plan to fail”.  
We must make effective 
plans and then work these 
plans as we bathe in them 
fervent prayer.  It is God’s desire for us to succeed 
in all we do for His glory and honor.  He does not 
want us to fail.  It is His desire for our ministries to 
flourish as we lift His Name in joyful song.   
 
I am writing this article on Good Friday, the day we 
reflect upon the sacrifice of God’s own Son for the 
sins of the world.  Let us covenant together, as we 
remember the price Christ paid for you and me, to be 
passionate and purposeful in our praying, planning, 
preparing, promoting, presenting, and praising.  Let 
us not succumb to the sin of deliberate mediocrity, 
but rather proclaim the Good News with triumphant 
exaltation in a most superlative manner.  It may 
require some real soul-searching on your part, or you 
may be reading this message as an affirmation of 
where you stand in relationship to your ministry 
today.  It is my prayer we will all pursue the highest 
realms in our quest to exalt the Lord Jesus Christ 
through music and ministry.  Your Church Music 
Conference seeks to maintain “A Tradition of 
Excellence in Church Music”.  Join with me as we 
uphold these ideals with both passion and purpose!  
 

Passionately yours, 
Joe 
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PRESIDENT-ELECT  

Becky Lombard 
New Orleans Seminary 
 
Greetings!!!  I am overwhelmed by the opportunity to serve as President of the Southern 
Baptist Church Music Conference.  I see it as an opportunity to serve a body of fellow 
musicians who have ministry at the heart of their call.  While we all do the business of 
music ministry, music is only a vehicle.  Our ministry is to people, drawing them into a 
relationship with Christ and then growing them in that relationship. 
 
I also am excited by the opportunity to serve you, as an individual.  You participate in this 
organization for a reason. What is it that the Church Music Conference can do for you?  
What can the executive board do for you?  What can I do for you?  Now is the time for you to help us with that issue.  
As we plan for the 2005 meeting in Atlanta, what would you like to see and hear?  What do you need at this point in 
your ministry.  What would most affect your ministry in your congregation? Let us know how we can serve you.  My 
prayer is that this meeting would not be about what I want to see and hear, but about what you need to see and hear. 
 
The 2005 conference will meet June 5-7 at First Baptist Church, Jonesboro, Georgia.  The Atlanta area is easily 
accessible for travel and offers much for your family in the way of activity.  Plan now to bring you family and join us 
as we seek to enrich one another in song. 

 
The theme for our meeting will be HOW CAN I KEEP FROM SINGING? Since Christ is Lord of heaven and earth, 
how can I keep from singing? Robert Lowry penned these words in the19th century.  They seem even more 
appropriate for the 21st century.  We will look to our past, present, and future.  How can we better proclaim, through 
song, the message God has for our congregation? 
 
My prayer for you is that  your song for Christ will be never-ending . . . 
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Congratulations, Elizabeth Miller, 

Recipient of the SBCMC Scholarship 
 
The SBCMC Scholarship to attend the annual conference 
in Washington, DC this summer has been awarded to 
Elizabeth Miller, music student at Southwestern 
Seminary in Fort Worth, TX. 
 
Elizabeth is a native of Virginia and has just completed 
her first year of graduate study. She attends Ridglea 
Presbyterian Church in Fort Worth, where she leads five 
handbell groups. Prior to moving to Texas, she was music 
intern at Mount Hermon Baptist Church in Danville, VA, 
working with minister of music Jana Wolfe. 
 
This is the first year we have awarded the $500 
Scholarship to make it possible for up-and-coming 
church musicians to be involved in the annual gatherings. 

When in our music  

God is glorified... 
 

An excellently performed  

piece of music which reveals  

in a very high degree the  

peculiar powers given to 

man will always glorify God,  

whatever the intention  

of the performers may be. 

 
C. S. Lewis 



LOCAL CHURCH DIVISION  

Ray Hatton, Vice President 
First Baptist Church - Memphis, TN 

 

We, as local church musicians, have 
awesome tasks, responsibilities, and 
awesome blessings as well.  Leading our 
people IN worship and TO worship finds 
each of us searching for the best ways to 
minister to our unique congregations.  
And, my, aren't they all unique!   

Our Conference represents great diversity, and I am so glad that we 
have learned to embrace and celebrate that fact.  We also are bonded by 
great commonality, and we must be thankful for that and cherish it, for 
it gives us strength and companionship for our journeys.  I hope to see 
you as we gather in Washington, DC this summer, and I look forward to 
our fellowship and our sharing of joys and challenges. 

I also encourage you to find other support groups--perhaps 
denominational on the Associational and State levels, perhaps in 

performing groups, perhaps in ecumenical 
organizations, perhaps in a small support group 
that you help organize yourself.  It is so 
important to remember that we are not in this 
alone.  Our individual churches, as wonderful 
as they may be, are merely a small part of the 
body of Christ that encircles the earth. Jesus 
prayed, "Father, make them one, even as you 
and I are one."  We would do well to try to live 
out that prayer--through our music, our 

ministry, and our spiritual life.  May God bless you, encourage you, and 
use you wherever you serve.   

We are in this together. 
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Find other 

support 
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we are not  

in this alone! 
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2004 Annual Conference 
Advance Registration 
 
 
________________________________________ 
Name 
 
________________________________________ 
Address 
 
________________________________________ 
City, State, Zip 
 
________________________________________ 
Church or Institution 
 
________________________________________ 
Your Position 
 
________________________________________ 
Email Address 
 

All Conference Fees Include 
Four Meals at the Church 
 
o $190 Conference Fee for present members 
   
o $150 Spouse Registration/ Retiree Registration 
   
 
 ____________________________________ 
 Spouse’s Name 
 
o $90 Student Registration   
  (seminary/ college/ high school) 
o $75 Conference Fee for Children 12 & under  
  (includes bus trips, concerts and meals) 
 
o $25 (per child) for Childcare during conference 
 Child’s Name/Age ______________________ 
 Child’s Name/Age ______________________ 
 
$_______________ 
Total - Please make checks payable to SBCMC 
  
 MAIL TO: 
 SBCMC 
 602 Foxborough Square West 
 Brentwood, TN 37027 

 

Register On-line 

at sbcmc.org 

Using PayPal 

In Memoriam 
 
Robert Burton— October 8, 2003 
 Distinguished Conducting Professor at Southwestern Seminary 
 Recipient of W. Hines Sims Award 
 
Bill Roper— January 24, 2004 
 Minister of Music at FBC Montgomery, AL for 32 years.  
 President of the SBCMC 2000 
 
Juanita Jones—March 8, 2004  
 Church Music Missionary, fervent supporter of SBCMC  
 Recipient of W. Hines Sims Award 
 
B. Ervin Keathley—April 11, 2004 
 Longtime Music Minister  and former Director of the Church 
 Music Department of the Arkansas Baptist State Convention 
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CONFERENCE HOTEL  

 

Hilton Alexandria  

Mark Center 

5000 Seminary Road  
Alexandria, VA 22311 

703.845.1010     

www.alexandria.hilton.com 
 

Rate: $89 - Complimentary Parking  
Courtesy Shuttle to and from Reagan National Airport 

 
RATE EXTENDED THREE DAYS BEFORE  

OR AFTER CONFERENCE! 

Application for Membership 
 
 
________________________________________ 
Name 
 
________________________________________ 
Address 
 
________________________________________ 
City, State, Zip 
 
________________________________________ 
Church or Institution 
 
________________________________________ 
Your Position 
 
________________________________________ 
Email Address 
 

Category 
 
O Local Church 
 
o Educational Institution 
 
O Denominational Worker 
 
O Retired 
 

Fees  

 
o $30 Annual Membership Fee  
  
o $30 Associate Membership Fee 
  (not in one of the categories above) 
 
O $10 Spouse Membership 
 
O $10 Full-time Student Membership 
 
O $30 Institutional Membership 
  
o $500 Life Membership 
 (May be paid over a two-year period) 
 
 
$_______________ 
Total - Please make checks payable to SBCMC 
  
 MAIL TO: 
 SBCMC 
 602 Foxborough Square West 
 Brentwood, TN 37027 

Join On-line 

at sbcmc.org 

Coming to Washington, DC for SBMC 2004?  
Make your hotel reservations by June 13 

to get the $89 rate! 

DIRECTIONS TO THE CONFERENCE HOTEL: 
 The Hilton Alexandria Mark Center is off I-395  
 inside the Beltway, south of the Pentagon. 
 Your exit will be Seminary Road West [Exit # 4]. 
 Going West on Seminary, you will turn left onto  Mark  
 Center Drive; the hotel is immediately on your right. 

 
 

Pre-Register with the enclosed form 
or go on-line to www.sbcmc.org 

to register using PayPal. 
 

Call LifeWay Music Service (1.800.368.7421) 
to make your reservation to attend 

PRELUDE (reading sessions) 
on Saturday, June 26 before the SBCMC Meetings. 

 
 

The NEWSLETTER is published four times annually 
and is made available to all members. 

Send articles, information and comments to 
R. G. Huff, Editor 

University Baptist Church 
100 S. Columbia St. — Chapel Hill, NC 27514 

919/942-2157 — hymn614@nc.rr.com 



EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 2003 – 2004 
 

Joe A. Fitzpatrick 2004 President    Tommy Keown  Secretary-Treasurer  
Park Hill Baptist Church      LifeWay Christian Resources 
201 East “C” Avenue—North Little Rock, AR   72116  602 Foxborough Square West—Brentwood, TN   37027 
501.753.3413        615.251.2290   
jfitzpatrick@aristotle.net      tommy.keown@lifeway.com 
 
Becky Lombard   2005 President-Elect   Billy Orton                   2005 Local Church East 
New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary    First Baptist Church 
3939 Gentilly Boulevard— New Orleans, LA   70126   600 Governors Drive — Huntsville, AL   35801 
504.282.4455 x3257        256.428.9400   
blombard@nobts.edu      billy@fbchsv.org     
     
Don McCall                2003 Past-President   Richard Suggs             2004 Local Church East 
615 Ashcroft Drive      First Baptist Church 
Grapevine  TX   76051      621 East 12th Avenue — Bowling Green, KY   42101 
817.481.6509       270.842.0331  x104 
dkmccall2003@yahoo.com     rsuggs@firstbaptistbg.org 
           
Ray Hatton          2004 Local Church Vice-President Joe Carrell                  2004 Local Church West 
First Baptist Church      Hyde Park Baptist Church 
Post Office Box 820105 — Memphis, TN   38182-0105  3901 Speedway — Austin, TX   78748 
901.454.1131         512.459.6587   
rhatton@fbcmemphis.org      jcarrell@hpbc.org 
 
Terry York    2004 Educational Vice-President  Lee Hansard         2005 Local Church West 
Baylor University      Central Baptist Church 
Box 7126—Waco, TX   76798     Post Office Box 788—Magnolia, AR   71754-0788 
254.710.4669       870.234.2430    
terry_york@baylor.edu      lee_hansard@bigfoot.com 
 
Peggy Pearson    2004 Denominational Vice-President Paul Clark  2004 Denominational East 
Arkansas Baptist State Convention     Tennessee Baptist Convention 
Post Office Box 552—Little Rock, AR   72203   Post Office Box 728—Brentwood, TN   37024-0728 
501.376.4791 x5121        800.558.2090   
ppearson@absc.org         pclark@tnbaptist.org 
 
David Manner             2005 Denominational West  Polly Riddle  2004 Educational West 
Kansas-Nebraska Convention      William Jewell College 
5410 SW 7th Street—Topeka, KS   66606-2398   508 S. Forrest Avenue—Liberty, MO 64068 
785.228.6200        816.781.7700  x5199 
dmanner@kncsb.org      riddlep@silliam.jewell.edu 
 
Ken Gabrielse                    2005 Educational East    
New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary     
3939 Gentilly Boulevard—New Orleans, LA   70126    
504.282.4455  x3229             
kgabrielse@nobts.edu       

Jere Adams  Editor of Publications (05) 
LifeWay Christian Resources 
127 Ninth Avenue, North—Nashville, TN   37234-0160 
615.251.2913   
jere.adams@lifeway.com 
    
Tim Logan                         Editor of Journal (06) 
Beech Street First Baptist Church 
601 Beech Street—Texarkana, AR   71854 
870.774.5165  
tlogan@beechstreetfbc.org 

R.G. Huff           Editor of Newsletter (06) 
University Baptist Church 
100 South Columbia Street—Chapel Hill, NC   27514 
919.942.2157 (Office) 
hymn614@nc.rr.com 
 
Fred Spann   Music Missionary Liaison (05) 
3209 Highway 306 East 
Colt, AR 72326 
870.633.6082 
spannfrd@arkansas.net  
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Find Updated Information at sbcmc.org 



 

Baptist Church Music Conference 
602 Foxborough Square West 

Brentwood, TN 37027 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEWSLETTER -  May 2004 

Non-Profit Org. 
U. S. Postage 

PAID 
Knoxville, TN 

Permit No. 127 

A Tradition of Excellence  

Registration Forms Inside or Go to sbcmc.org 

The Baptist Church Music Conference 
Nation’s Capital Meeting 

June 27-29, 2004 
 

We have a record number of pre-registrants!!! 
 

You Still Have Time to Join Us in Washington, D.C. 
 


